Ethics Committee Minutes
Town of Killingworth, CT

Date: July 7, 2025
Location: Hybrid (Remote Access/Town Hall, Killingworth, CT)

Members in Attendance: Robert Rimmer (Chairperson). Gail Buller (Clerk), Derek Phelps, Ellen
Oppenheimer, Michele Amendola, Karen Perry

Guests: None
Call to Order: This meeting was called to order by R. Rimmer at 7:00 pm.
Approval of Previous Minutes:

e May 5 Minutes
o E. Oppenheimer made a motion to approve the minutes. The motion was
seconded by G. Buller. D. Phelps abstained. The motion passed by the three
members in attendance at this time (R. Rimmer, E. Oppenheimer, and G. Buller).
e June 30 Minutes
o E. Oppenheimer made a motion to approve the minutes. The motion was
seconded by G. Buller.. The motion passed by the four members in attendance at
this time (R. Rimmer, E. Oppenheimer, and G. Buller, and. D. Phelps).

Continuing Business:

e Drafting a Code of Ethics

o Findings/Sanctions section was approved with no amendments.

o Appeals section created a great deal of discussion in regard to the statement on
legal fees. R. Rimmer explained that it is necessary to include this statement so
that there is a type of statute in place that would give the court the mechanism
needed to award legal fees. K. Perry discussed CT General Statute 4-184a as a
possible inclusion because it discusses reasonable legal fees with a limit of
$7,500. It was eventually determined that this statute was not applicable. K. Perry
felt that Zoning Section 8-8 was more applicable as it deals with appeals from a
board to a court. E Oppenheimer felt that the whole statement regarding legal fees
was overstepping and should be handled by the attorneys for both parties. As the
committee continued to voice concerns, D. Phelps said that he felt the statement
could incentivize appeals if there was no cost to the appellant. He suggested that
we may suggest a splitting of attorney fees 50/50. K. Perry said that “we can only
draft to the extent that we have the authority to draft for.” The committee agreed
to see if this issue is already addressed in existing statutes. K. Perry volunteered to
research previous rulings and the applicable statutes.

o Board of Ethics Membership, Term, Vacancy section was discussed and it was
decided to eliminate the requirement for three alternate members.



o Review and Updates section generated a debate on how often the Ethics
Commission should review and update the Code. We agreed to add the wording
that while the Code should be reviewed annually, it only needs to be updated
when and if the Commission feels it is necessary.

o Forms. When reviewing the complaint form, members expressed concern about
the warning that publicizing a complaint prior to a finding of probable cause may
cause the Ethics Commission to dismiss the complaint. G. Buller felt that the
wording was “harsh,” but a statement like this is warranted to avoid social media
and the court of public opinion. D. Phelps felt that the tone of the statement was
“unduly sharp.” M. Amendola agreed and added that it feels like it is not specific
enough as far as what publicizing would entail and how it would factor into the
Commission’s actions. K. Perry suggested wording such as “publicizing may
impact the ability of the Ethics Commission to conduct an impartial evaluation.”
M. Amendola volunteered to finalize the new wording and share it at our next
meeting.

o [Action item]: K. Perry will research previous rulings and the applicable statutes
regarding attorney fees for appellants.

o [Action item]: M. Amendola will work on the new wording for the complaint
form and share it at our next meeting.

o [Action item]: G. Buller will distribute an updated copy of the Code to committee
members.

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 8:59 pm

Next Meeting: [Tentative date] September 8, 2025, 7:00 pm, Killingworth Town Hall and
virtually through Teams (link on town calendar).

Minutes Prepared by: Gail Buller



