Public Health Agency
323 Route 81
Killingworth, CT 06419

July 9, 2025
MINUTES

Members Present: Chair Natalie Ortoli Drew, First Selectman Eric Couture, Alice Lucas,
Sue Nesci, and staff from the Connecticut River Area Health District: Sherry Carlson,
Public Health Nurse Supervisor, Scott Martinson, Director of Health, Melissa Negri,
Registered Sanitarian.

Chair Natalie Drew called the meeting to order at 7:07pm.

Minutes
Natalie Drew reported that the January 8" meeting was cancelled because of lack of
a quorum. The April 9% meeting was cancelled.

First Selectman Update

PFAS- A treatment system was installed in the Killingworth Elementary School
(KES). Well number one for KES was also replaced. Work at the school should be
Completed by the end of July. Work continues on plans for the town campus.

CRAHD Vision Committee- Eric joined the CRAHD Vision Committee. The
committee is looking at the mission statement and future goals.

Health District Update-Scott reported that Registered Sanitarian
Melissa Neri now serves Killingworth.

Lead Abatement- The level for lead abatement was lowered from 10 to 5.
This resulted in higher levels than seen in the past. Funding for lead abatement has dried
Up.

Septic Permits- Melissa Neri reported that for the last fiscal year 2024-2025
Killingworth issued 101 septic permits.

Flu Vaccinations- Sherry Carlson explained that the health district is pivoting from doing

flu clincs for adults to partnering with Stop & Shop Pharmacies. Their pharmacy will bill Medicare
and Medicaid. A clinic is planned in Killingworth for September 25, 2:00-6:00pm at the
Emergency Operations Center on Town Hall Campus. Stop & Shop pharmacists will administer all




vaccines, including flu, COVID, shingles, RSV, and pneumococcal, Sherry will administer flu vaccine for
ages 18 and under.

Natalie Drew reported on a study that showed that giving the vaccines in the same arm as the prior year
gets a more active response. Sherry noted that it is common practice to give the vaccine in the same
arm.

Beaches- Scott noted that the state health department incorporated salt water beach conditions on its
website. The district’s website has the link to this report.

Ticks- Tick testing for babiosis is year round. Forty to fifty percent of ticks tested were positive for
babiosis.

Other Issues
Fresh Eggs- Natalie Drew inquired about the safety of fresh eggs sold without refrigeration by the
roadside. Melissa Neri explained that fresh eggs do not have to be refrigerated.

The meeting ended at 7:33pm. The next quarterly meeting will be October 9.

Sue Nesci
Secretary



