
 

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 

The Special Town Meeting was called to order by First Selectman Eric Couture at 7:17 PM in the All Purpose 

Room of the Killingworth Elementary School on August 18, 2025, to consider and act upon the following 

items of business: 

To elect one Killingworth Elector to serve as a member of the Regional School District 17 Board 

of Education for a term to expire on December 1, 2025. 

First Selectman Eric Couture reviewed the emergency exits and the group recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Michele O’Toole moved to nominate Rob Rimmer to serve as Moderator; seconded by Jim McDonald.  

There being no further nominations, Cathy Iino moved nominations be closed; seconded by Casey Jacob.  

Following voice votes, both motions carried unanimously. 

Town Clerk Dawn Rees Mooney read the call of the meeting.  Eric Couture moved to amend the call of the 

meeting to say “…for a term to expire on November 4, 2025, the next municipal election”; seconded by Jim 

McDonald. Following a voice vote the motion carried unanimously. 

Mr. Rimmer summarized that this Board of Education election would fill a vacancy for two years created by 

Nelson Rivera’s resignation.  He further stated that all nominations would come from the floor and that 

each candidate nominated would be given 3 minutes to explain their qualification and platform.  He added 

that a brief Q & A session would follow and requested that everyone who wished to speak give their name 

and address first.  

The moderator further explained the voting procedure as follows: the name of each candidate would be 

printed on the white board; voting would take place by paper ballot given to each Killingworth elector when 

their hand was stamped as they checked into the meeting; to cast a vote neatly print the name of the 

chosen candidate, show hand stamp to town clerk and insert one and only one ballot into ballot box. 

Nominations were then opened.  David Meixell nominated Killingworth Library Director Ben Sodergren and 

spoke on his behalf.  John Mancini gave a brief introduction and nominated Killingworth resident and 

business owner Matt Nunzianto.  And Todd Blewett endorsed Aubrey Gonzales noting she has prior 

experience in the school system.  There being no further nominations for the positions, nominations were 

closed.   

Each candidate then briefly spoke about their background, qualifications and goals as a Board of Education 

member.  The three candidates then answered each question posed by the audience ranging from what 

they perceive as characteristics of a highly functional board, to how they plan to balance educational goals 

with the fiscal needs of the community, to what they view as threats to education today.  Other inquiries 

referred to life experiences to draw from, willingness to spend time in each district school, the role of a 

board member and positive perceptions of RSD#17 schools.   

There being no further questions, ballots were cast, voting was closed and results were tabulated by the 

Town Clerk and her staff, with the following results: 

  Ben Sodergren   85 votes 

  Matt Nunzianto     8 votes 

  Aubrey Gonzalez  37 votes 

Ben Sodergren was declared the winner and sworn in to office by Town Clerk Dawn Rees Mooney. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:18 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Dawn Rees Mooney, Town Clerk 


