Meeting Minutes
Killingworth Zoning Board of Appeals

Monday, August 18, 2025 at 7:00 PM
Killingworth Town Office Building
323 Route 81, Killingworth/Remote Access

Board Members in Attendance: Brian Young (Chair), Ben Charney, Mark McCormick, Bill Joyce
(Alternate), Cheryl Fine (Arrived at 7:04 p.m.)

Board Members Not in Attendance: Craig Judge, Bruce E. Dodson (Alternate)

Staff in Attendance: Linda Kieft-Robitaille (ZEO/Via Remote), Jamie Sciascia (Via Remote)
Visitors: Duo Dickerson (Architect)

Called to Order: The Meeting was Called to Order at 7:00 p.m. by Brian Young, Chair.

Chair Young reviewed the Public Hearing application process and steps with the public in attendance.

Chair Young took a Roll Call of Board Members and read the Public Hearing Legal Notice into the
record.

Ms. Kieft-Robitaille reminded Chair Young that the approval of the previous month’s meeting minutes,
with a few corrections, needed to be added to the agenda. They agreed to address it after the Public
Hearing to keep the order consistent with the published hearing legal notice.

Chair Young confirmed that the required mailings went out to the neighboring property owners.

Duo Dickerson, Architect for the owners, Lisa Gomez and John Banks, explained that the 18th Century
house, built long before zoning regulations, sits only 9 feet from the road despite a 40 foot setback
requirement. Mr. Dickerson explained that much of the structure already falls within the setback, limiting
expansion options. He outlined a proposal to extend a small section of the house and its roofline, relocate
a door to correct a non—code compliant egress, and create the potential for future ADA accessibility with
minimal impact to the property’s appearance. Mr. Dickerson further explained to the Commission that the
work, largely hidden from the road due to the site’s topography, aims to improve safety, functionality, and
access to the upstairs bedrooms while preserving the historic character of the home and maintaining
minimal impact on the surrounding community.

Questions from Commission:
e Ms. Kieft-Robitaille reminded the Commission that the property, located on Chestnut Hill Road,

is part of a designated scenic road and because of the age of the home, any work performed would
also need to go through the Historic Review Committee (if approved by the Commission.)



e Mr. McCormick inquired about access through the existing opening and near the trees in the
corner. He also inquired whether adjustments could be made to alleviate the design issue. Mr.
Dickerson explained that while possible, such changes would require enclosing the exterior space,
and the primary challenge is the height difference, making work in the higher portion of the site
more practical. He also confirmed that internal access connects to another part of the house, and
exterior access is available near the trees, though navigating this area is affected by the slope of
the ground.

e Chair Young asked about the location of the well and septic system. Mr. Dickerson confirmed that
the septic system is situated near the area of proposed construction, while the well is on the
opposite side of the property, providing adequate separation.

The Commission had a brief discussion about how the proposed design appeared to fit well with the
existing house and its surroundings, maintaining an aesthetic consistency.

Chairman Young closed the Public Hearing at approximately 7:27 p.m.

The Commission discussed whether expanding the footprint of the structure would set an undesirable
precedent. Chair Young acknowledged that while the Commission typically prefers projects to remain
within an existing footprint, exceptions have been granted in comparable circumstances. He emphasized
that approval depended on the proposed expansion being oriented away from the road and setback rather
than toward it, helping maintain the property’s visual character from the street. The design was noted to fit
aesthetically with the existing structure, avoiding any negative impact on neighborhood appearance.

The Commission also considered the unique nature of historic properties along Chestnut Hill Road, where
many homes sit unusually close to the street due to their age and original construction practices. Older
lots often present hardships that make strict compliance with modern setback rules impractical. Chair
Young explained that the Commission is structured to enforce the rules but also provide exceptions on a
case-by-case basis when unforeseen circumstances, such as ledge or houses hundreds of years old arise,
allowing these homes to remain usable while still applying the rules consistently.

Commission members agreed that the request was reasonable, particularly as the project would improve
safety by addressing inadequate second-floor egress and enhance long-term usability without significantly
altering the home’s scale or visual impact. The encroachment was described as modest, with no
detrimental effect on coverage or neighboring properties.

Application #03-25, 127 Chestnut Hill Road:

Bill Joyce Moved and Ben Charney Seconded a motion to approve Application #03-25 for 127 Chestnut
Hill Road: Applicant, Architect Duo Dickerson, on behalf of property Owners, Lisa Gomez and John
Banks, is seeking a variance for the front yard setback to construct a new one-story addition, add a new
stairway, and raise the roof to increase headroom in the second-floor bedrooms.

Motion unanimously passed [5-0-0].

Ms. Kieft-Robitaille noted that because the home is located on Chestnut Hill, a designated scenic road,
and because of historic age, the project has to come before the Historic Review Committee for approval
before any work may proceed.

Approval of Minutes:

Bill Joyce Moved and Ben Charney Seconded a motion to approve the Minutes from the Regular Meeting
of Monday, July 21, 2025 with the following amendments noted by Ms. Kieft-Robitaille under the
Application #02-25 (2 Route 80, LLC) section:



1. On Page 3, Under Application #02-25 (2 Route 80, LLC) replace “side” with “front” so it should
now read “front setback”; and
2. On Page 2, Third Paragraph, replace “side” with “front” so it should read “front setback”.
Motion passed [4-0-1].

Cheryl Fine “Abstained”, as she was not in attendance and had not read the Minutes from the July 21,
2025 meeting.

Adjournment:
Chairman Young adjourned the meeting at approximately 7:34 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jamie Sciascia
Clerk



