Ethics Committee Minutes
Town of Killingworth, CT

Date: September 29, 2025

Location: Hybrid (Remote Access/Town Hall, Killingworth, CT)

Members in Attendance: Robert Rimmer (Chairperson). Gail Buller (Clerk), Derek Phelps,
Michele Amendola

Guests: None

Call to Order: This meeting was called to order by R. Rimmer at 7:11 pm.

Continuing Business:

o Drafting a Code of Ethics

o

Committee addressed Section 5 - 2H: Appeals. R. Rimmer said that the
statutes related to a state, not a town, agency. The committee agreed that
the statutes could remain in the section because of the language “in
accordance with” as opposed to “pursuant to.” Because not all members
were present, it was decided that the Committee would revisit this section.

Committee addressed Section 5 - 2H: Appeals. Some discussion revolved
around the sentence discussing the awarding of legal fees. It was decided by
the Committee that the sentence should remain as it gave a great deal of
discretion to the court.

Committee addressed Section 7: Enforcement Mechanism. G. Buller
questioned the language of “afine up to the maximum amount permitted by
law” because it does not cite a specific law. G. Buller felt that some guidance
as in a state law or dollar amount would give some protection to Town
officers. D. Phelps felt that the section could be removed. R. Rimmer and M.
Amendola thought that it was necessary to include. M. Amendola cited two
reasons for the inclusion: 1) It informs people of what might happen and 2) It
gives parameters to the Ethics Commission. R. Rimmer stated that we are
not sure if an Ethics Commission would even have the authority to issue a
fine. The Committee decided to revisit this when more members are present,
to voice their opinions.

The Complaint Form was reviewed. The Committee discussed removal of the
section on publicizing a complaint. The Committee agreed that it was too



heavy-handed, problematic, and possibly unethical. During the next
meeting, a final decision for removal will be made.

o The statute of limitations in the Complaint Form was addressed. The
committee changed the language to “...two years immediately after the
alleged violation occurred or its discovery,” allowing for situations in which
the alleged violation may have not been discovered when it occurred.

o The Committee discussed the pros and cons of including the forms in the
Code of Ethics. The Committee agreed that we could provide forms
separately from the Code as a suggestion although more modern forms such
as Google Forms hyperlinked in the document that can be electronically
submitted may be preferable. Leaving that decision up to the future Ethics
Commission avoids there having to be a Town meeting and vote to update a
form.

o [Action item]: G. Buller will send all Committee members the updated
working copy of the Code.

Meeting adjourned at 8:44 pm

Next Meeting: October 6, 2025, 7:00 pm, Killingworth Town Hall and virtually through Teams
(link on town calendar).

Minutes Prepared by: Gail Buller



