
Ethics Committee Minutes 
 Town of Killingworth, CT 

Date: October 6, 2025 

Location: Hybrid (Remote Access/Town Hall, Killingworth, CT) 

Members in Attendance: Robert Rimmer (Chairperson), Gail Buller (Clerk), Karen Perry, 
Ellen Oppenheimer, Derek Phelps (7:20 pm) 

Guests: None 

Call to Order: This meeting was called to order by R. Rimmer at 7:03 pm. 

Approval of Previous Minutes: 

• A motion to approve the minutes of the meeting held on July 7, 2025 was made E. 
Oppenheimer and seconded by K. Perry. The minutes were approved by the four 
members in attendance at the time. 

• R. Rimmer postponed the approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 
September 29, 2025 because of the four members present, only two attended the 
September meeting. 

Continuing Business: 

• Drafting a Code of Ethics 

o Committee addressed Section 5 - 2H: Appeals. R. Rimmer summarized the 
ideas expressed by the Committee during the last meeting and asked for 
input for K. Perry and E. Oppenheimer, who were not present. The committee 
agreed that the section could remain with the current wording.  

o Complaint Form and Acknowledgement Form: R. Rimmer stated that during 
the last meeting, the Committee felt that we should not include these forms 
in the Code. E. Oppenheimer and K. Perry agreed. The mention of the forms 
was removed from the Code. 

o Distribution of the Code and Community Input sections were eliminated. The 
Committee wanted the future Ethics Commission to be able to decide how 
they will distribute the Code as the Committee discussed handing out paper 
copies versus having it available on the Town website and could not agree. 

o Committee addressed Section 9: Review and Updates. During the last 
meeting, R. Rimmer stated that the language of this section, allowing the 



Ethics Commission to annually review and change the Code is actually 
illegal. Any change would have to be proposed and voted upon at a Town 
meeting. E. Oppenheimer expressed wanting to emphasize that the Code is a 
living document. The Committee decided to include this section but reword it 
to state that the future Commission “may conduct a periodic review and, to 
the extent necessary, propose updates for the Town to consider.” 

o Committee addressed Section 7: Enforcement Mechanism. The Committee 
discussed changing the wording of this section, but decided to leave it as it 
allows Town officers to be aware of the types of penalties that could be 
imposed for violations of the Code, but does not restrict the ability of the 
future Ethics Commission to suggest other penalties.  

o [Action item]: All committee members will make notes on the revised 
Working Copy of the Code and go over a final editing and review during the 
next meeting.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:28 pm 

Next Meeting: November 3, 2025, 7:00 pm, Killingworth Town Hall and virtually through 
Teams (link on town calendar). 

Minutes Prepared by: Gail Buller 

  

 

 
 


