Ethics Committee Minutes
Town of Killingworth, CT

Date: November 3, 2025

Location: Hybrid (Remote Access/Town Hall, Killingworth, CT)

Members in Attendance: Robert Rimmer (Chairperson). Gail Buller (Clerk), Derek Phelps, Ellen
Oppenheimer, and Michele Amendola

Guests: None

Approval of Previous Minutes:

e A motion to approve the minutes of the meeting held on September 29, 2025 was made
by M. Amendola and seconded by D. Phelps. With E. Oppenheimer abstaining, the
minutes were approved..

e A motion to approve the minutes of the meeting held on October 6, 2025 was made by E.
Oppenheimer and seconded by D. Phelps. With M. Amendola abstaining, the minutes
were approved.

Continuing Business:

o Drafting a Code of Ethics

@)

R. Rimmer discussed his experience attending a public hearing of the Ethics
Commission in the Town of Waterford, CT. He felt that there was a strong
political component to the complaint and as the Killingworth Ethics Committee
continues drafting the Code, there needs to be careful attention to clearly
emphasize that it is not to be used as a political tool. He also mentioned that there
was much discussion in Waterford about whether everyone had received their
Code of Ethics and had reviewed it, so it would behoove the Killingworth Ethics
Committee to reevaluate our previously deleted section on Distribution of the
Code.

The committee members discussed ideas for a section of the Code on Distribution
and Acknowledgement. It was drafted that an email notification about the Code
would be sent to all current Town “officers” (which is defined in the Code and
includes, but is not limited to, Town employees and all volunteers serving on
boards, commissions, and committees). All Town officers would be required to
sign and submit an acknowledgement form and return it to the Town Clerk via e-
mail or in person within 60 days from the date of the e-mail. All new Town
officers would be required to acknowledge receipt of the Code before beginning
their service or employment.



o The committee agreed to include a statement in the Establishment and Purpose
section: “The intent of the Code is to uphold integrity and public confidence, not
to serve as an instrument of political advantage or retribution.”

o The committee reviewed sections One through Three of the Code, making final
edits and checking for clarity, grammar, and spelling in a move toward creating a
polished copy.

o [Action item]: G. Buller will provide the link to the Google Document to all
committee members.

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 8:50pm.

Next Tentative Meeting: November 17, 2025, 5:00pm, Killingworth Town Hall and virtually
through Teams (link on town calendar). R. Rimmer will coordinate and confirm the date with the
Committee and it will be added to the Town calendar.

Minutes Prepared by: Gail Buller



